LEXICAL VARIATION

Major Dialect Area

ALL AREAS NORTHERN MIDLAND SOUTHERN
1. STREAM: creek creek creek creek
brook (NE,NY) run (NM) branch
kill (NY) branch (SM)
2. RAIN: cloudburst, gully washer
downpour (Texas)
3. BAND: rubber band gumband
(Pittsburgh)
4. WORM: nightcrawler, angleworm fish(ing) worm fish(ing) worm,
night walker earthworm (ES)
5. PAPER: bag sack, poke sack, poke (ES)
6. WINDOW: shades blinds shades
7. LUNCH: box pail bucket bucket, kit
8. UTENSIL: frying pan spider (NE) skillet spider (ES)
9. DEVICE: tap, faucet spigot spigot
spicket spicket
10. FURNITURE: couch, sofa davenport (NM) divan
11. DEVICE: gutters eaves spouting
spouting spouts
spouts
12. SLAB: porch piazza (NE) stoop veranda
stoop
13. GROUP: you youse you'uns you all, y'all
you guys 'mongst ya (EVa)
14. FAMILY: relatives, kinfolks, folks
family kin, relations
people
15. ROAD:
16. GRASS:
17. PEACH: stone pit sd sd
18. DRINK (soda) pop, soda, Coke (Texas)
soft drink tonic (ENE) sodawater
dope (New Orleans)
19. BEANS: baked beans baked beans (TEXAS)
pinto beans
refried beans
frijoles
20. CORN: corn-on-the- corn-on-the- (roagting) ears
cob cab
(roasting) ears
21 FOOD: pancakes griddle cakes flapjacks flapjacks
(ENew Engl.) batter cakes batter cakes
hot cakes (EN) (SMidland) EVirginia)
22. PASTRY: doughnut fried cake beignet (N. 0.)
23. SANDWICH: submarine grinder (NE) hoagy (ENM) poor-boy
sub hero
24. CARRY: armful (arm)load (arm)load
turn (ES)
25. GARMENT: bathing suit
26. SHOES: tennis shoes
27. CLEAN redd up, ridd up
28. ANIMAL: skunk skunk skunk polecat
polecat
woodspussy
woodpussy
29. INSECT: firefly firefly (urban) lightning bug lightning bug
lightning bug fire bug

(rurd)




PHOHNOLOGICAL Y ARIATION

ﬁajur Dialect Atea

WORD HOETHEEH MIDLAHD SOUTHEEH
1. dARK ar ax ax
AR [Eastern Horth = [East Coast =
far, fAR awav b han)
2. fIRst
bIRd4 ar or alI ar arorar
clTR] [HTC) a1 [Hew Orleans)
3. Orange a. [EHarthern) or 2 dor2 dor 2
TOreizn 2 a a
4. miSSus 3 3 z
grealy 3 Sors z
5. dOg Q. [Hew England] or 2 2 2
0z o 2 (Midwrest)
101
it
6. Ask ®ard ® ®
AlTnt [EHew England)
cAlf
pAh
7. Ice al aI ar Of 0I ar Of
mlnex (#1illand)
Lime
o, tOEzadaxwy
dlty w u wu
nEwW
e
9. Ay & of & | patts of NEng,) & B
LAY # (East) & 3 3
mEv g g g
10, O ndng 2 ol ol
O ning ol ol ol
O Arze ol ol ol
hrze 2 ol ol
11.wAsh a or 2 aror 2l 3,00 or 0
wAEr 2 oor 0 2 or 3 [Pa) 2 oor 0
12.00zht Jor 2 2
ciOar 200 a 2 2
13,0101 QT ar v QT ar 21 U ar OU
100 (E%a)
dO%Wn
14, pOOr T or U ur, 1, arol ol
(#1illand)
e uTar U T ar 0T [B1]) oT ar ar
15.0n a 2 Joral
fr0m a a aord
16 .cAD (noun) ®, &3, ar £ -] &, &a, or &I
AT [auz. verh) ® -] -]




I NFORMANT SCRIPT

Thisworksheet is part of aclass project on dialects. We appreciate your cooperation in supplying answers
to the following questions.

PERSONAL DATA
Where are you from?
Wouldyouclassify thatas: ~ rural _ smalltown _ mid-sizedtown __ suburban __ city
How long have you lived there?
Where were you born?

Other than the place where you were born and the place where you now live, where else have you lived (and
for how long)?

Where are your parents from? Father
Mother
Is English your first language? (If not, what is?)

What is your ethnic heritage?

In the first part of this questionnaire, you will be asked to answer 30 questions concerning the names of
common items. Please give the answer you would use in ordinary conversation with your friends. If you
know of additional namesfor the item, you might volunteer them. In part two of the questionnaire, you
will be asked to read 16 items for the purposes of ascertaining your pronunciation of several highly-variable
sounds.

Please read the following sentences out loud, supplying the missing word in each:

1 Eating too much food made me feel sick my stomach.

2. | don’t care and he either.

3. Another way of saying “I shouldn't go” is“I togo.”

4. He likes diving so much that yesterday he off the high board fifty times!

5. She was supposed to drink a full glass of water every four hours, but by 4:00 p.m. she hadn’t
any.

6. He' ssick, so he'slying down. Y esterday, he al'so in bed al day.

7. My shirt must have been 100% cotton. It at the laundry when they washed it;

now it doesn’t fit me.

8. He normally wakes up at 6:00 each morning, but he up early this morning when the
fire alarm went off.

9. Shelives Washington Street.
10. Who just this bell?
11. Another way of saying 4:45 is quarter five.

12. | wouldn't do that if | you.



Please read the following sentences out loud.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Inthe dark | could not see the barn, asit wasfar, far away.
Thefirst baby bird curled up in the nest.

a) | enjoy orangejuice.
b) Sales of foreign imports are way up.

a) Mr. and Mrs. Torgerson live the house on the hill called “ The Grove.”
b) | like greasy food.

a) Thedogisbarking at the frog.
b) Inthe vacant lot behind the house, | found an old pot.

Thelittle girl ran to ask her aunt if it was all right for the calf to walk down the path.
a) | need to add ice to the pitcher of lemonade.

b) The miner rambled on and on about his younger years.

¢) Do you have the time?

Every Tuesday, it was the music instructor’s duty to compose a new tune on the piano.
a) My sister’snameis Mary Louise.

b) She hopesto marry “Mr. Right” someday.

¢) Did you have Merry Christmas?

a) Because of the funeral this morning, we are all wearing mourning clothes.

b) Y ou sound alittle hoarse.

) They arrived on horseback.

We used warm water to wash the dishes.

Y ou ought to straighten your collar.

On our way out of town, the car broke down.

The poor little dog sure was sick.

a) Isthelight on?
b) Where are you from?

a) Put it in acan, won't you?
b) Yes, if | can.



DIALECT WORKSHEET
Record the answers that your informant gives you to the following questions.
PERSONAL DATA

Where are you from?

Would you classify that as: rural small town mid-sized town suburban city

How long have you lived there?

Where were you born?

Other than the place where you were born and the place where you now live, where else have you lived (and
for how long)?

Where are your parents from ? Father

Mother

Is English you first language? (If not, what is?)

What is your ethnic heritage?

For Dialect Fieldworker only: Subdialect Area

Sex Approx. Age

Perceived Socia Status

WHAT DO YOU CALL:

1. A body of running water contained within relatively narrow banks?

2. Anunusualy heavy rain which does no last long?

3. A continuous band of rubber or elastic used to hold things together?
(Y ou might show them an example)

4. What the fisherman uses for bait?

5. What the checkout person puts your groceries in? [different if the
material is paper or plastic?]

6. A window covering on rollers that pulls down?

7. A metal container to carry ameal in?

8. Theutensil that you use to cook bacon and eggsin?

9. Thedevice over the sink that rel eases water?

10. The piece of long furniture that seats three people?

11. Thedevice on the outside of a house that carries rain off the roof?

12. The covered area outside a house where people sit in the evening?

13. How do you address a goup (two or more) of people that you know well? {e.g. “How are

doing?’}




14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

What do you call the group of people (exclusive of your parents) related by blood to you?

A new, limited access, multi-lane road?

The grass strip between the sidewalk and the street?

The center of a peach?

Carbonated, nonal coholic beverages (usually sweetened)?

Cooked brown beans?

Fresh corn for eating?

A flat, round breakfast food served with syrup?

A round, fried cake with ahole in the center?

A long sandwich designed to be awhole meal in itself?

The amount of books you can carry under one arm?

The garment worn by men at the beach?

Shoes worn for sports?

Putting aroom in order?

A black & white-striped animal with an offensive odor?

A flying insect that glows in the dark?

Finally, are there any words or grammatical usages that have not been elicited by this series of questions
which for some reason or other you believe to be limited to the region in which you live or in which you

grew up?




LEXICAL VARIATION

DIALECT SUB-AREA #1:

Informant #1 Informant #2

DIALECT SUB-AREA #2:

Informant #3 Informant #4
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PHONEMIC VARIATION

Transcribe the capitalized vowels or consonant in the following words as your informant reads them. You may ask

him/her to repeat the whole sentence, but DO NOT ask for the pronunciation of the individual words.

DIALECT SUB-AREA #1.

Informant #1

DIALECT SUB-AREA #2:

Informant #2

Informant #3

Informant #4]|

10.

11.

dARKk
bARN
fAR
fAR away
fIRst
bIRd
CURI
Orange
fOreign
miSSus
greaSy
dOg
frOg

Ot

pOt
Ask
AUnt
cAlf
pAth
Ice

ml ner
tlme
tUEsday
dUty
nEW
tUne
mATy
mATTy
mErry
mOrning
mOU rning
hOArse
hOrse
wAsh

WA ter



12. OuUght
cOllar
13. Out
tOWn
dOWn
14. pOOTr
sUre
15. On
frOm
16. CAnN
CAn
GRAMMATICAL VARIATION
DIALECT SUB-AREA #1: DIALECT SUB-AREA #2: .
Il Informant #1 Informant #2 Informant #3 Informant #4 [
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

=
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